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wa,f>es in day . . . and find themselves meat, though they be strong
feentTand ^^ a^e to wor^ "1- ^e wages of weavers were some-
eighteenth times no higher at this period in other parts of the country.
centuries. ^ ^ rat^ ^ ballad of The Clothier's Delight charged the

clothiers with paying their weavers only sixpence a day :

" We will make [them] to work hard for sixpence a day,
Though a shilling they deserve if they had their just pay " 2.

In the early part of the eighteenth century the wages of
weavers were represented at seven to ten shillings a week 3.
In the middle of the century a parliamentary committee
was informed that an industrious weaver, with wife and
child, earned thirteen to eighteen shillings a week ; with the
aid of an experienced apprentice he earned eighteen shillings4.
According to Arthur Young who made his famous tours
through England in the years 1767 to 1770 5, wages varied
generally from seven to nine shillings, though at Witney
they rose to twelve shillings 6. All these statements as to
the weekly earnings of weavers must be read in conjunction
with estimates of the prices paid for weaving a piece of cloth,
since piece-rates are the basis upon which weavers' wages
ought to be calculated. But to interpret the evidence of
piece-rates we must know how much time was required to
weave a piece of cloth, and the net earnings of the weaver
as distinguished from his gross receipts. Two to three weeks
was the usual period for weaving thirty to thirty-four ells
of cloth7. Much depended upon the quality of the yarn;

1  Heaton, The Yorkshire Woollen and Worsted Industries, 115.    For the
wages paid at a Scottish factory in the last quarter of the seventeenth
century, see Scott, Records of a Scottish Cloth Manufactory at New Mills,
p. xxiii.

2  Infra, vol. iii. 250.    Some weavers earned more : cf. infra, p. 56.

8 House of Commons Journals, xxi. 292 (c. 1720) ;   The Golden Fleece
(1739), 7 ;  The Gentleman's Magazine, ix. 85-86, 205.

4 House of Commons Journals, xxvii. 731 (1757).   A State of the Case
relating to the . . . Rising of the Weavers in the County of Gloucester

5  The Autobiography of Arthur Young (ed. Betham-Edwards), 44, 49, 53.
6  Young, Tour through the Southern Counties (ed. 1772), 70, 72, 76,
144, 200, 338-339, 341.    Tour through the North (ed. 1771), i. 138 ; iii. 135.
Tour through the East (ed. 1771), ii. 75.   The average earnings are given as
75. (for inferior cloth) and 8s. (superfine) in Propositions for Improving
the Manufactures . . . of Great Britain (1763), 31.
7  Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 8, 12, 13, 265.    In 1729 it was
stated that two men were occupied a month in weaving a cloth for the
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